
 

 

MOHAWK VALLEY WATER AUTHORITY 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

April 21, 2025 
 
 

Chairman DeLia called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  
Chairman DeLia presided, and Amy Passacantando took the minutes. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call:   
Board Members Present: Ronald Beach, Dennis Bova, Bruce Brodsky, Deborah Burke, Vincent 
Coyne, Elis DeLia, Dale Dodge, Richard Karam, Frank Meola, and Jef Saunders  
Absent: Mark Ford and Eugene Santa-Croce III,  
Also Present in Boardroom: Patrick Becher, Jim Korfonta, Phil Tangorra, Anne Milograno, 
Sandra Dare, and Ken Bobrow Esq.  
 
Chairman DeLia welcomed our newest board member, Ronald Beach Jr. 
 
Approval of the March 17, 2025 Minutes: 
Motion made by Mr. Bova to approve the Minutes.  Seconded by: Mr. Karam  
Vote:  (10) Ayes   (0) Nays   (0) Abstain    (2) Absent    Motion Carried. 
 
Resolution: Approval of Intermunicipal Agreement with Town of Frankfort 
The Town of Frankfort has created the Center & Zolad Road Water District for the purpose of 
providing residents within the district with a source of water. The Town has passed a resolution 
to construct a water supply and distribution system and improvements to serve residents within 
said district and has arranged for funding and construction of the project through the obtaining of 
grants and issuance of bonded indebtedness of the Town. The Town and MVWA wish to enter 
an intermunicipal agreement to provide for the lease and subsequent transfer of the water 
distribution system to MVWA, and for the supply of water service to Center and Zolad Water 
District. The full discussion regarding the agreement with the Town of Frankfort can be found on 
our website at WWW.MVWA.US  
 
Motion made by Mr. Karam to approve the Resolution.  Seconded by: Mr. Saunders 
Vote:  (10) Ayes   (0) Nays   (0) Abstain    (2) Absent    Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: Approval of Intermunicipal Agreement with Town of Schuyler 
The Town of Schuyler has created the Brown-Graham and Newport Road Water District for the 
purpose of providing residents within the district with a source of water. The Town has passed a 
resolution to construct a water supply and distribution system and improvements to serve 
residents within said district and has arranged for funding and construction of the project through 
the obtaining of grants and issuance of bonded indebtedness of the Town. The Town and MVWA 
wish to enter an intermunicipal agreement to provide for the lease and subsequent transfer of the 
water distribution system to MVWA, and for the supply of water service to the Schuyler water 
district. The full discussion regarding the agreement with the Town of Schuyler can be found on 
our website at WWW.MVWA.US   
 
Motion made by Mr. Dodge to approve the Resolution.  Seconded by: Mr. Beach 
Vote:  (10) Ayes   (0) Nays   (0) Abstain    (2) Absent    Motion Carried 
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Reaffirmation of HR Policies: 
Mr. Becher stated that under the Public Authorities Reform Act we are required to have certain 
policies reviewed and reaffirmed annually by the Board. These policies below are unchanged 
policies.  

• FMLA (Family and Medical Leave Policy) 

• Sexual Harassment Prevention Policy 

• Whistleblower Policy 

• Rights of Employees to Express Breast Milk 
 
Motion made by Mr. Brodsky to reaffirm policies. Seconded by Mr. Meola. 
Vote: (10) Ayes (0) Nays (0) Abstain (2) Absent  Motion Carried 
 
Approval: 1st Quarter Investment Statement: 
Mr. Korfonta stated that the NY State Public Authorities Law requires that we provide the Board 
with a quarterly statement of investments that shows any earnings and expenses during the year. 
This statement is for the first quarter of the year. The newest item on page 2 are the bonds that 
were closed in March 2025. We are in an arbitrage situation, which means MVWA has earned 
more interest on the bond money than the interest we are paying for the bonds. The figure has 
gone up from $55K to $115K. This is a calculated amount and will fluctuate depending on how 
much interest we earn. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Karam to approve the Investment Statement. Seconded by: Mr. Meola  
Vote:  (10) Ayes   (0) Nays   (0) Abstain    (2) Absent    Motion Carried 
 
Committee Reports: 
February Finance Report 
Mr. Korfonta mentioned that the auditors are scheduled to be at our next Monthly Board Meeting 
on May 19th. January consumption was up 7% cumulative and still up in February 4.7%, an 
improvement compared to last year. Water sales are up $187K compared to budget and up $366K 
compared to the prior year. Cash is up $147K the end of February. Mr. Korfonta looked at March 
and the cash is up even more, around $400K, which is good since we will have payments to make 
later in the year.  
Handouts were given to the board members in response to questions asked by Mr. Brodsky at 
the prior board meeting pertaining to some of our top customers’ consumption. Mr. Coyne asked 
questions regarding high balances on the shut-off list. They are mostly large apartment buildings 
in particular which are more difficult to turn off. In that case the City and County officials will be 
involved.  
 
Executive Director’s Report:   
Mr. Becher updated the Board on the proposed transmission line that has been in the works for 
a couple of years heading east towards Herkimer, Ilion, Schuyler, the Villages of Herkimer and 
Frankfort. They met recently with B&L. The village of Herkimer is not sure at this time if they will 
connect to our service lines. MVWA needs to know so that we can proceed with the project. A 
letter has been sent with a deadline for them to respond. 
 
Mr. Becher stated that Mr. Faldzinski has had meetings with the City of Utica regarding street 
repairs and lead service line replacements. MVWA was awarded $9 million dollars from the state 
for LSLR’s. This grant money will be used in the City of Utica and we are working in conjunction 



 

 

with the City’s reconstruction program so when they open a street to repave, we will replace the 
lead service lines.  
Mr. Brodsky asked what the status was on the lead service line inventory study. Mr. Becher 
responded that the lead service line inventory was submitted to the NYS DOH in October 2024 
and it is continuously being updated. Currently we believe there are approximately 4 - 4.5K lead 
services along with some unknown service lines. Currently, there is no definitive answer on the 
final lead regulation.  
 
 
Old Business:     
 
New Business:  
 
Executive Session:  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:35PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________   
Amy Passacantando, Secretary   
Mohawk Valley Water Authority  


